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provisions in sacks, which they tie up in [71] big pieces
of bark; these they suspend from the interlacing
branches of two or three trees so that neither rats
nor other animals, nor the dampness of the ground,
can injure them. These are their storehouses.
Who is to take care of them when they go away?
for, if they stay, their stores would soon be con-
sumed; so they go somewhere else until the time of
famine. Such are the only guards they leave. For
in truth this is not a nation of thieves. Would to
God that the Christians who go among them would
not set them a bad example in this respect. But as
it is now, if a certain Savage is suspected of having
stolen anything he will immediately throw this fine
defense in your teeth, We are not thicves, like you, Ili-
nen auio aciquoan guiro derquir.

Returning to the sparseness of the [72] population,
there are still some other reasons for it; this being
the principal one, that in a life so irregular, so neces-
sitous and so painful, a man’s constitution cannot
hold out unless it be very strong, and even then he
is liable to accidents and irremediable injuries.
Their wives, on account of their heavy work, are not
very prolific, for at most they do not have children
oftener than every two years, and they are not able
to nourish their offspring if they have them oftener,
as they nurse them for three years if they can.”® Their
confinement lasts hardly two hours ; often the chil-
dren are born on the march, and a little while after-
ward the mothers will go on with their work as be-
fore.

I have often wondered how many of these people
there are. I have found from [73] the Accounts of
the Savages themselves, that in the region of the great



